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■ OWING 5 MILLS', Md,~ <A Middle: East 
cetHemeat ?.s envisaged in u,N. Reso- 
lution 242 wiO depend very 'largely 
upon the degree of influence the u!s. 
is .willing to apply to persuade Israel 
that her -ultimate survival depends on 
acceptance by Ivor neighbors and inter- 
national guarantees, rattier than on 
any . specific frontiers .secured by con- 
tinuing military superiority. 

, AH reports ironi our diplomatic, mis- 
sions abroad indicate that the world 
community— -including Britain, Kranoe 
find our other NATO allies-- lock to 
the -United States to .exercise toward 
./this end the leverage inherent in our 
‘‘special relationship” with Israel. A 
nil! understanding of this -relationship 
is essential .j\r considering the gre»t 
responsibility Secretary of Slate Rogers 
Has borne in his attempts- to achieve 
an. Arab-Israeli -negotiated .settlement. 
When. President Truman said in Oc- 
; tobar of 1948. "We are pledged to a 
; State of. Israel, large enough, free 
enough, and strong enough to make its 
people self-supporting and secure,” the 
> •‘’page was set for the gradual estab- 
lishment of an association between the 
U,b‘. and. another country unique' in 
•i our history. Today, that association is 

■ far closer in all areas— defense, eco- 
nomic collaboration, intelligence cx- 
change, conunou citizenship, and mu~ 
■tual diplomatic support than enjoyed, 

■ for example, between the U.5. and 
Great Britain. Unique also is Israel’s 
almost total immunity from criticism 
in this country. 

In dollars and cents, our assistance 
to Israel through. the years, both gov- 
crJ&ffbntal and' private, has been 
prodigious. During the period between 

• 1948-1969, United States Government 
economic aid totaled $1.3 billion, while 
dollar, transfers from private sources 
amounted to $2,5 billion, a total of 
$3.8 billion, or $1,500 per capita on a 

i current population of 2.5 million. This 

• i greatly exceeds, on a per capita basis, 
'our assistance to any ally and. com-- 

■ pares to $35 per capita to -the peoples 
of thirteen neighboring states. Since. 
1909, our assistance to Israel has 
greatly increased. Dollar transfers in. 


J9Vu reached $803 million and in 1971 
veil! approximate $1.5 billion. A fur- 
ther increase is anticipated for 1972. 

Until 196/, we assured Israel a. con- 
tinuing supply of modem military 
equipment through West. Germany and 
Prance and thus were abla to avoid 
Arab hostility on this score. However, 
with the conclusion of German "rep- 
eratjons’' and do Gaulle’s change in 


Middle -East policy, we have— since 
196/-.— bscomo the exclusive purveyor 
ox arms to Israel. Of greater dgnifi- 
cauce is the fact that qualitatively, wo 
have provided aircraft, missiles, and 
Cit>CU Oj IIC systfijjlfj' j)> SO;il£! Ci'/SOii ox 
gi eater soj^iistic^fioii ^.p A g re* c 1 tor 
strike-capability than those' furnished 
. our NATO and SEATO allies, 

A few months ago, the House of 
Representatives passed an’ amendment 
to the Defense Procurement BiJl giv- 
mg the President, "open-ended” au- 
thority to transfer military equipment 
to Israel without total cost limitation. 
As former House Speaker McCormack 
remarked, “. . . l have never seen in 
.my 42. years as a member of this body, 
language of this kind. . . .” The Senate 
on Dec. 15 last, by a sixty-to-twenty 
vote, killed the Williams' amendment 
to the Defense Appropriations Bill 
winch would have restricted -the Presi- 
oent as with Cambodia- — from send- 
ing u.S. troops into Israel without 
Congressional permission. 

In the area of nuclear weaponry, the 
United States Jins also pursued an ex- 
ceptional position vis-a-vis Israel, lour- 
ing 4iie years when we were pressing 
over one hundred nations in the world 
community with, whatever diplomatic," 
economic find military leverages we 
might have to adhere to the nuclear 
nonproliferation treaty, Israel alone 
was exempted from strong representa- 
tions. Meanwhile, Israel reportedly has 
produced nuclear weapons designed 
for Pnantom aircraft delivery. 

In the exchange of intelligence, our 
cooperation with Israel is unprece- 
dented. During the months prior to 
the June 1967 hostilities, the military 
intelligence requirements levied by 


needs. Tim effectiveness of the Israeli 
air strikes on June 1937, was as . 
smed in part, at least, by information 
oh Egyptian air fields and aircraft dis- 
position provided through U.S. sources 
With- respect to political and economic 
information, it was State Department 
pi aedeo at that tirna to provide the 
Israeli embassy in Washington with 
cop/c-s of those Middle Hast embassy 
1 reports considered of interest. 

Oil tho question of dual, citizenship, 

. Israel also enjoys an exceptional -posi- 
t'.oji. Under the Israel Law of Return, 
fin. American Jew entering Israel for 
permanent residence is automatically 
extended Israeli nationality, conse- 
quently,. there are now sonic 25,000 
5 csidents of Israel who possess both 
American and Israel citzeuship and are ' 
entitled to the protection of the United 
States Government in the event of war. 

Last summer, in a scries of White , 
House statements, we would seem to ' 
'have extended our commitments' to 
Israel to include the “occupied terri- 
tories,” her continued military superi- 
ority, and the preservation* of * her 
“Jewish character.” 

Only history can render a total cx. 
plant-lion, for tin's very special u.S.-' 
Israel relationship. Suffice to say, it 
lias now reached a point where Israel’s 
security and' welfare- is not only con- 
sidered vital to our own, but where 
our reaction to its possible com pro- - 
ndse is more intense than would be 
evident with any of our NATO or 
tSEATO allies. In essence, Israel has 
become our 51st state. As one State 
Department wag put it, ‘‘Were Israel’s 
survival to bo seriously threatened 
wc would be in World War III in two 
minutes- -with Berlin, it might take 
several clays!” 

H is because of this frightening •' 
reality that the Administration has " 
assumed world leadership in seeking 
a negotiated settlement, and Secretary 
Rogers has been concentrating on. re- 
opening the Suez Canal as a first step. 


David G. Ncs, now retired from t -> 

... 1 ■ , 1 - w uy boieign Service with the versoned >v"- : v 

Washnrgxo/taupon xno Cmro Embassy, /of Minister, was charge, d'affaires h 
miikaiy intelligence staffs v Cairo before and during the June war 
were very largely based on Israeli of 1967 ... 
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